Statement on Misleading Claims of Lead in Lipsticks

Many cancer-related email messages spread alarming information and ask recipients to
forward them to friends. The Motives Dept researched a rumor that surfaced on the Internet.
We consulted the www.americancancersociety.com and we confirmed that lead is not found
in Motives Lipstick. Please see below.

Rumor:

In May 2003, an email began making the rounds claiming that many of the most popular
lipsticks on the market contain lead and will cause cancer. The email then offers a way to
test lipsticks to see if they have lead.

Fact:

A search of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration Web site finds no mention of concerns
about lead in lipstick. Ted Gansler, MD, an American Cancer Society medical editor, calls
the claims totally bogus.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) claims that there is no possibility of lead being
present in lipsticks. All dyes used in foodstuffs or cosmetics have to be vetted by the FDA
for safety, and although some of the colorants the FDA grants approval to do contain lead, it
IS present in such miniscule amounts that is has no adverse effects on consumers.
Manufacturers who wish to do business in the USA are restricted to the use of
FDA-certifiable colors only; otherwise their products will not be allowed in the country. What
goes into cosmetics these days is strictly regulated, controlled, and fully understood. The
FDA's certification process is exhaustive and exhausting. And only the FDA can certify
colors as safe — no one else has that authority.
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http://www.americancancersociety.com/
http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/cfr80toc.html

